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This project could not have been done without the support 

and guidance of:  

Christopher Wagnon  ð Former Chief of the Natural and 

Historical Resources Division  

Anthony Nolan  ð Chief of the Natural and Historical 

Resources Division 

Laura Connelly ð Planner Coordinator  

MNCPPC Park Rangers and Staff  

John Bennett ð Maryland Big Tree Program  

Josh Nadler ð Campus Arborist - University of Maryland, 

College Park 

Most of all, t he landowners that allowed their Champion 

Trees to be measured , cataloged,  and admired  

 

 



 
                              

Cryptomeria (Cryptomeria japonica) 

 



 

History of the Champion Tree List  

The nationõs first champion tree list or òNoted Tree Listó was started in Maryland by State 

Forester Fred Besley .  Interest in large trees grew and in 1925 the Maryland Forestry 

Association sponsored  a state -wide Big Tree Contest  in which  450 trees were nominated. 

Following Marylandõs lead, several other states compiled their own champion tree list.  I n 1940 

the American Forestry Association began the òNational Big Tree Listó to identify the largest 

trees in the United States.  The Maryland Department of Natural Resources maintains a list of 

Marylandõs state champion trees. 

The Prince Georgeõs County Champion Tree  list  was begun in 1986 in honor of Arbor Day by The 

Maryland -National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC).  Since that time, over 400 

trees of many different species have been nominated for Prince Georgeõs County tree 

championship. 

State Forest er Besley  devised measuring procedures and a point system to ensure a fair 

comparison of trees.  These standards are still in use today.  Each tree is classified separately 

so that small trees like dogwoods do not have to compete with larger trees such as oaks and 

maples.  The formula for measuring champion trees is:  Total Points = Circumference in inches + 

Height in feet + 25% of the average crown spread.    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This list is color coded  

Prince Georgeõs County Champion 

State of Maryland Champion  

National Champion  

 A species listed without measurements 

indicates the need for a replacement 

champion 



 

American Elm (Ulmus Americana)  

òOne generation plants the tree, 
another gets the shade.ó 

- Chinese Proverb  

  

 

American Elm (Ulmus Americana)  

Think Like a Tree   

Soak up the sun  
Affirm life's magic  
Be graceful in the wind  
Stand tall after a storm  
Feel refreshed after it rains  
Grow strong without notice  
Be prepared for each season  
Provide shelter to strangers  
Hang tough through a cold spell  
Emerge renewed at the first signs 
of spring  
Stay deeply rooted while reaching 
for the sky  
Be still long enough to  
hear your own leaves rustl ing. 

by Karen I. Shragg  

  

 

  



 
    Southern Magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora)  



 
 

     

      Apple, Common  7' 5"  46'  41'  145 Grant Residence  

(Pyrus malus)  
    

Aquasco 

      Ash, Green  11' 5"  131' 60'  283  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  

(Fraxinus pennsylvanica)  
    

Patuxent Wildlife Research Center  

     

Laurel 

 

Ash, White  9õ 4ó 62õ 70.75õ 192 University of Maryland  

(Fraxinus americana)  
    

College Park 

      Aspen, Bigtooth  3' 11"  111' 28'  165 Thompson Residence 

(Populus grandidentata)  
    

Upper Marlboro  

      Bald Cypress  12' 5"  99'  61'  263.25  M-NCPPC, Governor's Bridge Road  

(Taxodium distichum)  
    

Bowie 

      Basswood, American  17' 2"  68'  66 '  296  Villa Rosa Nursing Home  

(Tilia americana)  
    

Mitchellville  

      Beech, American  14'   124'  75'  310.75 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  

(Fagus grandifolia)  
    

Patuxent Wildlife Research Center  

     

Laurel 

      Birch, European White  2' 11"  56.5'  29'  98.75  M-NCPPC, Cosca Regional Park 

(Betula alba)  
    

Clinton 

      Birch, River  12' 7"  75'  78'  245  M-NCPPC, Enterprise Golf Course  

(Betula nigra)  
    

Mitche llville  

      Blackhaw 2' 2"  15' 6"  31'  49.25  Alice Ferguson Foundation  

(Viburnum prunifolium)  
    

Accokeek 

      Boxelder  9' 3"  80'  62'  206.5  National Park Service  

(Acer negundo)  
    

Fort Washington Park  

     

Fort Washington  

      Buckeye, Red  2õ 4ó 26.5õ 22.5õ 60 University of Maryland  

(Aesculus pavia) 
    

College Park 

      Butternut  7' 1"  86' 6"  43 182 Evans Residence 

(Juglans cinerea)  
    

Temple Hills  

      Catalpa, Northern  21' 2"  77'  64.25  347  John Petro  

(Catalpa speciosa)  
    

Bowie 

      Cedar, Blue Atlas    7' 4"     72' 6"   63'    176.25         M-NCPPC, Oxon Hill Manor 

(Cedrus glauca)  
    

        Oxon Hill  

      

      

  Tree Species              Circumference     Height      Crown  Total        Owner/Location  

           Spread      Points 
 
 
 
 
 
  
          
  



 

 

Cucumber Magnolia (Magnolia acuminate)  


